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PETER PARLEY'S

MESSAGE

TO

TEACHERS

STUDENTS WISH TO PARTICIPATE IN THEIR OWN LEARNING

Begin with the child's present location in time and space, then help

the child make connections with the content which you are addressing.

In my books I carried on a dialogue with my young readers.

STUDENTS ARE INTERESTED IN STORIES AND PICTURES

Children's literature addresses those interests by exploring people,

places, historic times, cultures, and social concerns with appealing

stories and illustrations.

In my books I frequently use a story and illustrations to impress

concepts and facts upon the minds of my readers.

STUDENTS LIKE REPETITION

Important imformation needs to be repeated if it is to be remembered

over a long period of time, perhaps varied methods of repetition.

In my books I often repeated facts and concepts after they had been
introduced. The poetry I incorporated was one device I used to

restate information my young readers might need at some future time.



BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR TEACHING
GEOGRAPHY

Primary = [P] Intermediate = [I] Advance = [A]

AFRICA
Chiasson, J. (1987). African Journey. Bradberry.

Describes life in six African locations. [I]
Gordon, S. (1986). Waiting for the Rain: A Novel of

South Africa. Orchard. White and black boys
together encounter strife in South Africa. [A]

Grifalconi, A. (1986). The Village of Round and Square
Houses. Brown. A different way of living, men in
square houses and women and children in round
houses. Cameroon [P]

Meyer, C. (1986).Voices of South Africa: Growing up in
a Troubled Land. Gulliver. A geographically
arranged account of South African youth and their
problems. [A]

Seeger, P. (1986). Abiyoyo: Based on a South African
Lullaby and Folk Song. Illus. M. Hays. Macmillian.
A story of a monster and how he got rid of the
witch of North Farm. [P]

ASIA
Clement, C. (1986). The Painter and the Wild Swans.

Illus. F. Clement. Dial. Japanese folktale. [P, I
& A]

Fisher, E. (1986). The Great Wall of China. Fisher. A
story of the 2,200 year old wall. [P]

Lawson, D. (1986). An Album of the Vietnam War. Watts.
An examination of the French and American
involvement in Southeast Asia. [I]

Leaf, M. (1987). Eyes of the Dragon. Illus. E.Y.
Lathrop. The way of life in ancient China. [P]

Mattingley, C. (1986). The Miracle Tree. Illus. M.
Yamaguchi. Gulliver. The reuniting of a Nagasaki
family twenty years after the atomic bomb
exploded. Japan [I]

Miller, L. (1987). The Black Hat Dances: Two Buddist
Boys in the Himalayas. Dodd. The daily activities
of two boys under the all pervasive influence of
Buddhism. Tibet [I]

San Souci, R.D. (retold by). (1987). The Enchanted
Tapestry: A Chinese Folktale. Illus. 1. Gal. Dial.
A tapestry magically changes the lives of people.
[I]

Watkins, Y.K. (1986). So Far From the Bamboo Grove.
Lothrop. A Japanese girl and her family's flight
from Korea to Japam after World War II. [A]

Vander Els, B. (1987). Leaving Point. Farrar. A young
girls friendship with a young communist boy
endangers her life and her family's. China [A]

EUROPE
Basse, M. (1987). Captives of Time. Delacorte. A

sixteen year old and her mute brother travel
through Europe during the time of the plagues. [A]

Cooper, S. (1986). The Silkie Girl Illus W. Hutton.
McElderry. An ancient ledgend from the coasts of
Scotland and Ireland. [P]
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Fisher, L.E. (1987). The Tower of London. Macmillian. A
description in prose and pictures of the uses of
The Tower over the last 600 years. [I]

Frank, R. (translated from German by P.Crampton).
(1986). No Hero for the Kaisar. Illus. K.
Steffens. Lothrop. The adventure of a teenag boy
who was adopted by a German combat soldier. [A]

Furlong, M. (1987). Wise Child, Knopf. A loving female
witch takes in an abandoned nine year old child.
Scotland [A]

Giblin, J.C. (1987). Go With Them. Crowell. How and
with what utensils people of Western and
nonEuropean cultures eat and ate. Time span is
stone age to the present. [I]

Garez, T. (1986). Louhi: Witch of North Farm. Illus. B.
Cooney. Viking. A story of kindness and courage.
Finland [P]

Goor, R.N. (1986). Pompeii: Exploring a Roman Ghost
Town. Crowell. A unique look at everyday life in
a Roman city. [A]

Hunter, M. (1986). Cat, Herself. Harper. A womans role
in a band of wanderers. Scotland [A]

L_ndgren, A. (1987). My Nightingale Is Singing. Illus.
S. Otto S. Viking. An orphan girl and how she
helps the homeless and poor. Sweden [I]

Martin, A. (1987). Hitler. Viking. A biography of
Hitler, his time and places. Germany [A]

Nygren, T. (1987). Fiddle- and His Brother. Morrow. A
princess outwits two dishonest witches. Sweden [I]

Pevear, R. (retold by). (1987). Our King Has Horns!
Illus. R. Rayevsky. Macmillian. The burden of
keeping a secret. Soviet Union [P]

Rettich, M. (1986). Sulieman the Elephant. Lothrop. The
elephant was a wedding gift that journies across
Europe. Spain & Italy [P]

Sender, R.M. (1986). The Cage. Macmillian. A Jewish
woman's struggle to keep her family together.
Poland [I]

Tessendorf, K.C. (1986). Kill the Zsar! Youth and
Terrorism in Old Russia. Athenium. Six attempts to
assassinate Zsar Alexander II. [A]

MIDDLE AMERICA
Lattimore, D.M. (1987). The Flame of Peace: A Tale of

the Aztecs. Harper. An Aztec story of two boys who
encounter demons. [P]

Marrin, A. (1986). Aztecs amd Spainards: Cortez and the
Conquest of Mexico. Atheneum. The 14th century
culture of Aztec Indians. [I]

Mohr, N. (1986). Going Home . Dial. Spending the summer
with relatives in Puerto Rico. [A]

MIDDLE EAST
Cohen, B. (1987). Even Higher. Illus. A. Ivanov.

Lothrop. A Yiddish tale of the Jewish New Year.
Israel [I]

de Panlo, T. (retold by). (1987). Queen Ester. Harper.
A simple retelling of an old Bible story. Persia
(Iran).[P]
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Haskins, J. (1986). Count Your Way Through the Arab
World. Lerner. Calligraphy, pronunciation, and
translation of Arabic numerals. [P & I]

NORTH AMERICA
Anderson, J. (1986). Pioneer Children of Appalachia.

Clarion. An essay in photographs of an extended
pioneer family. [P]

Ashabranner,B. (1987). The Vanishing Border. Dodd. A
photographic journey along the U.S frontier
joining Mexico.[A]

Beatty, P. (1987). Charley Skedaddle. Morrow. A street
brawl during the Revolutionary War, which causes a
20 year old to flee to the Blueridge mountains.
[A]

Brown, T. (1987). Chinese New Year. Holt. A story of
the celebration that lasts for weeks. California
[P]

Coerr, E. (1986). The Josefina Story Quilt.Illus. B.
Degen. Harper. A discription of a covered wagon
trip to California during the 1850s. [P]

Foster, S. (1987). Where Time Stands Still. Dodd. A
view of the Pennsylvania Amish people today. [I]

Harvey, B. (1986). My Prairee Years: Based on the Diary
of Elenore Plaisted. Illus. D.K. Ray. Holiday. A
family move from Maine to the Dakota Territory.
[P]

Jakes, J. (1986). Suzanna of the Alamo: A True Story.
Illus. P.Bacon. Gulliver. The story of a brave
young woman who was a survivor of the battle of
the Alamo. [I]

Levinson, R. (1986). I Go with My Family to Grandma's.
Schribner. Depicts the life of Eskimos. [P]

Martin, B. Jr and Archambault, J. (1987). Knots on a
Counting Rope. Illus. R. Rand. Holt. The
interaction of a blind Indian boy with his
grandfather. [I]

Martin, E. (1987). Tales of the Far North. Illus.
L.Gal. Dial. The influence of France and England
on folkloretales of the new world. Canada [A]

Maestro, B. (1986). Ferryboat. Illus. G. Maestro.
Cronwell. How a ferryboat operates. Northeast [P]

O'Dell, S. (1986). Streams to the River, River to the
Sea: A Novel of Sacagawea. Houghto%, The Lewis and
Clark expedition through the eyes of a young girl.
.[A]

Paulsen, G. (1987). Hatchet. Bradberry. A 13 yearold
tells of his survival after an airplane crash. [A]

Parnall, P. (1986). Winter Barn. Macmillian. Life in a
barn in the winter. Maine [P]

Pelta, K. (1987). Bridging the Golden Gate. Lerner. The
construction of the bridge. California [I]

Pryor, B. (1987). The House on Maple Street. Illus. B.
Peck. Morrow. A 300 year history of change and
development. [P]

Roop, P. C. (1986). Button for General Washington.
Illus. P.E.Hanson. Carlrhoda. Quaker family during
Revolutionary War. [P]

Rosenblum, R. (1987). M Sister's Wedding. Morrow. A
traditional Jewish/American wedding during World
War II. [P] 6



Sewall, M. (1986). The Pilgrims of Plymouth. Atheneum.
A voyage across the Atlantic and the new
settlement. [P].

Sieget, B. (1987). The Basket Makers and the Spinner.
illus. W.S. -ock. Walker. An American Indian story
of traditional basket weaving. [I]

Smith, D.B. (1986). Return to Bitter Creek. Viking. Set
in a small rural community of southern Appalachia.
[A]

Taylor, M. (1987). The Friendship. Illus. M. Ginsbury.
Dial. The relationship between white men and an
old black man. South [I]

Yue, C. (1986). The Pueblc. Illus. D. Yue. Houghton.
Concerning the Pueblo ways of life. [A]

SOUTH AMERICA
Ancona, G. (1987). Turtle Watch. Macmillian. Preserving

endangered sea turtles on the beach. Brazil [I]
Bennett, O. (1986). A Family in Brazil. Photos by L.

Taylor. Lerner. Information about Brazil and
Brazilians. [P & I]

Bennett, O. (1986). A Family in Chile. Photos by J. A.
Araneda. Lerner. Information about Chile and
Chileans. [P & I]

Department of Geography. (1987). Bolivia in Pictures.
Lerner. The land, people, history, government, and
economy. [I & A]

Peck, R. M. (1986). Headhunters and Hummingbirds: An
Expedition into Ecuador. Photos by author.
Adventure and danger with creatures and people. [I
& A]

Source:
Notable 1986 Children's Trade Books in the Field of

Social Studies. (April/May 1987). Social
Education. 51, 290-300.

Notable 1987 Children's Trade Books in the Field of
Social Studies, (April/May 1988). Social
Education. 52, 312-319.
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THE TEACHER'S LESSON

4

I saw a child, some four years old,
Along a meadow stray;

Alone she went, uncheck'd, untold,
Her home not far away.

111,
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She gazed around on earth and sky,
Now paused, and now proceeded;

Hill, valley, wood, she passed them by
Unmarked, perchance unheeded.

And now gay groups of roses bright
In circling thickets bound her- -

Yet she went with footsteps light
Still gazing all around her.

And now she paused, and now she stooped,
And plucked a little flower;

A simple daisy 'twas, that drooped
Within a rosy bower.

The child did kiss the little gem,
And to her bosom press'd it;

And there she placed the fragile stem,
And with sort words caressed it.

I love to read a lesson true
From nature's open book--

And oft I learn a lesson new
From childhood's careless look.

Children are simple, loving, true--
'Tis God that made them so;

And would you teach them?--be so, too,
And stoop to what they know.

Begin with simple lessons, things
On which they love to look;

Flowers, pebbles, insects, birds on wings-
These are God's spelling-book!

And children know His A B C,
As bees where flowers are set;

Wouldst thou a skilful teacner be?
Learn then this alphabet.

From leaf, from page to page,
Guide thou thy pupil's look;

And when he says, with aspect sage.
"Who made this wondrous book?"

Point thou with reverend gaze to heaven,
And kneel in earnest prayer

That lessons thou has humbly given
May lead thy pupil there!
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